
 

96 

BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of the meeting held on Monday 4
th

 February 2008 at 7.00pm 

in the Parish Rooms, Bloxham 

PRESENT   

 David Chapman Chairman 

 Isobel Bonner 

 David Carr 

 Philip Cavill 

 Paul Christmas (arrived 7.25pm) 

 Stuart Cruickshank 

 David Gibbard 

 Jim Golby (arrived 7.10pm) 

 Debbie Matthews 

 Annette Thomas 

No Residents present. 

2008/16 APOLOGIES 

Alan Miller; Cllr E. Heath (ill); Cllr L.Thirzie Smart (meeting); Cllr K Mitchell (meeting) 

Item  Action  
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Jeremy Sacha and Andrew Barns (of Sacha Barnes Associates based at Colin 

Sanders Innovation Centre, Mewburn Road, Banbury) spoke about their work re. 

Landscaping, etc and how it would fit in with play areas, planning applications, etc. 

They are willing to be contacted for advice, etc. 

 

Training: Future Responsibilities of Parish Councils: Following study of leaflet from 

NALC and the fact that a statement is to be issued later this year, it was felt that it 

would be better to wait at present. We do not want to just have the authorities, but 

also the money to go with them. 

 

Residents Issues 

Clerk reported on the email from Charter Housing re passageway from The Avenue 

to Winters Way, and that Charter Housing were not willing to have it closed it there 

was chance of it having to be re-opened. In telephone discussion with resident it was 

agreed to wait till after the summer, as things seem to have quietened down at 

present. 

 

SC had been contacted by resident about there being a very steep drop on 

Cumberford Hill from the pathway. Highways to be contacted about this by the 

Clerk and the possibility of a fence of some kind being erected. 

 

PCa noted that there were potholes in Queen St just before the Square that need 

refilling. Clerk to contact Highways. 

 

Jean Curran had contacted AT about the possibility of flooding on Tadmarton Road 

due to ditches not being cleared. Clerk reported on contact he had had with 

Highways re this matter, but would do so again. 

 

Minutes of Meeting held on 11
th

 January 2008 were agreed as true record and signed 

by Chairman. 

 

Matters Arising 

Letter from Malcolm Gates, Stone Hill, about condition of section of Stone Hill. This 

has now been resolved with Bloxham School. 

Potholes that had appeared in Rose Bank have been filled in. 

07/181: b. Bollards at junction of Milton Rd: Highways feel that metal ones are not 

the answer. Highways have reported cost to be about £1500 + VAT. Clerk to check 

what cost is actually for. 

07/184: Planning Decisions: CDC been contacted re Milton Rd Development: Can 

Traffic Calming measures include making the junction with Barford Road bigger? 

Clerk to contact CDC. 

08/12 Primary School: Clerk reported on meeting held with Headteacher and Diane 

Thompson to mark the significance of the nine trees planted by Parish Council in 

1995 with a plaque or something similar. It had been suggested having something in  
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reception areas, the Main Hall, and by the trees themselves.  It was suggested to 

contact Betty Walton re photo of Capt Derby as his is the only one missing from the 

photo record. This could then be put with the other eight in the museum 

 

Environment    

a. JG reported that there was no sign of Knotweed in Workhouse Lane unless it was 

the other side of a property’s wall. It is in the area of The Square fenced off by the 

Parish Council. Before Sacha Barnes Associates left us, JG had clarified about its 

treatment. It was agreed that this should be done more than twice a year. Ideally it 

should be done in the growing season as well.  

  b. The issue of the watering of the Planters was raised following on fact that Pete 

Smith was arranging for Cotefield Nurseries to re do the plants when needed later in 

the year.  

    

Playing Fields 

Jubilee Park 

a. Summary of meeting with members of Jubilee Park Management Committee with 

Chairman and Clerk held on was given. Minutes of that meeting to be circulated to 

those attending. 

If Jubilee Park/Hall reverted to Parish Council then Parish Council would be liable 

for Business Tax which currently would be about £1909, even though it could claim 

back any VAT 

Charity Commission to be contacted again about breakdown of more detailed 

sequence of events if discussions with JPMC failed. 

JG offered to contact David Bailey by phone for update on situation. 

 

b. Parish Council’s Wish List: Users to be updated and included in schedule 3 list. 

 

c. Recreation Ground 

Copy of letter from Recreation Ground secretary circulated. There was 

disagreement about his statement about transfer of ownership to Recreation Ground 

of any items. Clerk to write to state that we are awaiting three quotes, which the 

Parish Council would consider. 

 

Planning 

Applications 

08/00127/TCA: Felling Norway Spruce and thinning Prunus for Sunnyside, High St: 

Bo objection 

08/00168/F: Replacement Conservatory for 10 Brookside 

07/02433/F: Alterations etc to Brew House for Bloxham Grove Farm: No objection 

except concern re extra traffic 

08/00079/F: Extension for 25 The Avenue: No objection 

 

Decisions: 

07/02523/TPO: Felling of Cypress for Temple Close Nursery: Agreed subject to 

conditions 

07/02273/F: 3 Steel Storage for Games Equipment at Deewy Sports Centre: Agreed 

subject to conditions 

 

Refusal 

07/02497/F: Erection of Car Port for Ash House, Milton Road 

 

Parish Plan and Strategy Group 

PCa reported that so far from various events there had been 300 responses, 

highlighting traffic and difficulty of parking.  

Small group meeting on 14 February to assess replies, followed by steering group on 

18
th

 February. 

SC noted that from his visits to Bloxham Mill Business Park it would appear that 

they have no impact on economy of the village. 

 

Finance. 

St Mary’s Church re non-appearance of gate into Churchyard: Letter received 

noting that it is hoped to be hung by Easter. 

Quote received from ARC Garden Services for Grass cutting: Accepted 
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Correspondence 

Information: 

Macemain+Amstad: Street Furniture 

OCC: Public Transport Guide 

Queensbury Shelters td: Catalogue re bus shelters received 

Audit Commission: BDO Stoy Hayward LLP  to be appointed for next 5 years as 

external auditor 

Alan Griffin: Thank you letter for £150 honorarium for clock maintenance 

Tree Tops surgery: Brackley – details received 

Decision 

ROSPA: Agreed for it to be contacted re assessing Jubilee Park area as in previous 

years. 

CDC: Street Names for Milton Park Development – proposed that names of those 

killed in from village in conflicts of previous century.  Initially Clerk to send names 

of those on War Memorial. 

CDC: Community Hall, etc Grants 2008/9: Applications to be received by 28
th

 

March – to be passed to JPMC 

CDC: Spring Clean 2008: Decision made as in last year not to participate due to 

insurance, etc needed 

ORCC: Course: Challenge of Community Change : 13
th

 Feb Clerk to attend 

OPFA: Seminar 14
th

 May  at Steeple Aston (£25.)) Clerk to attend 

ORCC: Letter from Nicola Ball – replacement for James Alcock Affordable Housing 

– agreed again that survey of need to be included in parish Plan. Clerk to contact to 

see if any particular questions need to be inserted. 

CDC: Recreation Strategy:  Workshop 20 Feb. Clerk to attend 

CDC: Countryside Forum: No one able to attend on 6
th

 February 

OCC: Parish Transport Reps Meeting 25
th

 February – felt that it would be better if 

someone who uses buses was able to attend. 

 

Payment of Accounts Agreed by all 

David J Andrews (Electrical) (for Lights for Christmas Tree)                         £162.15 

 CAB - Donation                                                                                                  £100.00 

    Banbury Benefits Advice Project - Donation                                                  £100.00 

Bloxham Parish Council – Gratuity for Dec(already agreed) & Jan                  £49.04 

David Godfrey – Salary for Jan                                                                            £546.35 

 

 

Other Matters 

a. Chairman reported on meeting that he and Clerk had attended re Village 

Boundaries/Local Settlements with CDC under auspices of Local Development 

Framework. Also noted that Astrid Blackburn who organises this has now left CDC. 

b. PCh raised issue of Councillors, District and County, being present at meetings 

and perhaps to speak every 2-3 months on matters concerning village. BDC to follow 

up. 

 

Date and Time of Next Meeting: Monday 3
rd

 March 2008 at 7.30pm in Parish Rooms 

 

Meeting closed at 9.20pm 

 

David Godfrey 

Parish Clerk 

10
th

 February 2008 
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