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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES of the meeting held on Monday 7" July 2008 at 7.30pm
in the Parish Rooms, Bloxham

PRESENT

David Gibbard Vice Chairman
David Carr

Paul Christmas

Debbie Matthews

Alan Miller

Annette Thomas

Clirs Mitchell and Thirzie Smart were present for the first part of the meeting till 8.15pm. No
residents were present.
2008/106 APOLOGIES Dave Chapman (Holidays), Stuart Cruickshank (Holidays), Jim Golby
(Holidays), Philip Cavill (Daughter home) and Cllr Heath(other engagement)

Item

Action
by

08/107

08/108

08/109

08/110

08/111

Residents’ Issues

a. Question was raised re right of way along Bloxham Grove as gate has
apparently been bolted. Clerk to check map and PCh to check road.

b. One of councillors, Annette Thomas, had received letter from resident,
Larry Sims, re Flooding in Courtington Lane. Clerk to follow up. Later in
copy of letter from resident to Principal Engineer mention also made of
drains blocked, especially at end of Strawberry Terrace. Clerk to contact
Highways

c. Bench in Cumberford Close: Letter from resident — ownership to be
ascertained. Clerk to follow up and to be on future agenda.

Declarations of Interest: It was agreed at last meeting that this item should be
re-instated and that if anything was coming up on the agenda that the
councillor may have an interest in, then that councillor should declare it at
this point, and if necessary should leave the room when the matter is
discussed and voted on. If he/she becomes aware of this later, then he/she
should declare an interest and not take part in the discussion or voting,
leaving the room if necessary.

PCh declared personal interest re item 16b as he is employee of BT

DG declared personal & prejudicial interest in bus shelter.

DM declared personal interest in item 9a since her husband is treasurer of
football club.

Minutes of last meeting 2™ June 2008 agreed by all following proposal by
DJC seconded by DM. Vice chairman signed as true record.

Matters Arising

08/94: 08/68 — Meeting with Chris Thon CDC, Clir Heath, PCa and Clerk re
settlement boundary of village held on 10" June.

08/70 — Installer has lengthened the plinths of benches for wheelchairs, and
removed slabs under the one in the Goggs.

08/96: Letter from Mr Stranks agreeing to bus stop marking as attempt to
minimise parking there.

08/99: 106 Monies — nothing helpful from CDC - waiting for reply from
OCC.

08/102: Opening of Sculpture at Primary School: DG attended representing
Parish Council.

NHS appeal re Urban/Rurality of Bloxham: Papers received still waiting for
reply whether open or closed meeting.

Reports from County and District Reports from Cllrs Mitchell and Thirzie
Smart already circulated. Verbal report received from Cllr Heath — nothing
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08/112

08/113

08/114

08/115

114
to report.
DJC congratulated Cllr Mitchell on being 5™ most effective leader in country.

Roads and Traffic

a) Crossing by Warriner School: Now operational and white lines have been
replaced. BUT has got to be meetings with police, Highways, Stagecoach and
ourselves re resiting of bus stop which currently is by the crossing! Clerk to
check re date and inform councillors in case anyone can attend.

Second stage of complaint procedure. — email received apologising from Steve
Howell. He will follow this up. Clerk to inform that wants Bus stop issue
included.

b) Lighting of High Street: Proposal attached.

Various questions raised: How efficient is the proposed lighting? Is there one
locally that can be seen?

If meeting needed, then Clerk to contact councillors to determine who can
attend.

Environment

Bench outside of Museum/Court House. This was felt to be a poor reflection
on village and needs to be replaced. Plaque on existing bench can be
transferred to new one.

Clerk to contact Mr Butler whose father this bench commemorates for his
views.

Stiles on Hobb Hill were mentioned as being very steep and difficult to climb
over. PCh to check and let Clerk know who will then contact Sarah Aldous
about them.

Playing Fields
a. Jubilee Park: Letter received from treasurer re recent Football

Tournament and closure of Barley Close. Additional car parking had been
provided and sign posted.

DJC attended Jubilee park AGM and informed that David Bailey had been
re-elected as chairman.

PCh to attend next JPMC meeting on 29" July. DM to contact Toddlers
group and other users of Hall to see about coming on Committee and
becoming Trustees.

b. Recreation Ground: Awaiting quotes. One firm has told me that the two
bay swing with three swings in each installed is now unlawful. Centre swing
of each bay should be removed. Email sent to OPFA who informed clerk that
not exactly unlawful but there was a risk to youngsters using centre swing.
Clerk to inform Trustees of Recreation Ground

Planning

Applications

08/00716/OUT: Outline planning for 1075 buildings, etc at Upper Heyford
08/01487/LB: removal of asbestos sheets; etc and various alterations —
Circulated

08/01429/F: Change of use of Homecraft High St to Restaurant with
Takeaway — Full Council considered this and among comments made were
regret at village losing another resource but more information needed about
kind of restaurant, take away and hours proposed. Parking would be a
definite issue anyway.

08/01490/F: Conversion of garage to study and single storey rear/side
extension for 3 Chipperfield Park Road: Circulated

Decisions:

08/00991/LLB: alterations to Mildura, Kings Rd: Agreed subject to conditions
08/01125/LLB: Alterations to Beauchamp House, Chapel St: Agreed subject to
conditions

08/00905/F: extension for 40 Gascoigne Way: Agreed subject to conditions
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08/117

08/118

08/119
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08/00924/F &08/00925/LB: stone dwarf wall for 2 Queen Ss - Agreed subject
to conditions

Parish Plan and Strategy Group

Meeting held re Parish Plan on 1* July. Questionnaire is nearly complete.
Help will be needed in distribution and collection. All councillors present
agreed to help with distribution and collection.

Finance

a) Accounts for 2007-8: Internal Auditor obtained — David McNaught, RFO
at Wroxton. He will need re-imbursing for the time spent on the accounts —
at least 5 hours. Agreed £125 to be offered.

b)2008-9 Accounts: Ongoing accounts attached

¢) Ex-Servicemen’s Hall: Grant towards re-decoration; £1000- agreed

Correspondence

For Information

Viking Direct Catalogue June-December 2008

CPRE: Magazine ‘Fieldwork’ June 2008

SE Region: Sustainability Framework — Towards a better quality of Life.

Police: Posters: Be a Special Constable.

Ringrose Tree Service, Nr Abingdon

Parker: Autumn 2008 Wholesale catalogue of bulbs

OCC: Road Safety News — 3" issue

Clerks and Councils Direct Magazine for July 2008

The Clerk: Journal of SLCC July 2008

Urbanscape: Product Catalogue 2008

Kompan: Catalogue

CDC: Cherwell Link Summer 2008

Oxfordshire rural Children’s Centre Project: Reading is FUNdamental:
Milcombe 15 & 29" July — posters on boards.

CPRE: Oxfordshire Bulletin Spring 2008

CPRE: Countryside Voice; Magazine Summer 2008

ORCC Review Summer 2008

OCC: Countryside Service Annual report 2007-8

LCR_ official journal of NALC July 2008

CDC: Standards Committee Agenda etc for 3 July

For Decision

Post Office Card account under threat — Cards circulated to members
present.

Review of sub-regional allocation of Primary Land-won aggregates in South
East; replies to be in by 8 August. Proposed asking PCa if could do it.
Police: Meeting at Milton Common on 21* July from 6.00pm. Proposed BDC
to attend if possible.

OCC: Parish Transport Reps meeting 25" July 1.30pm

CDC: CDC Planning Obligations — from Atkins to be returned by 14™ July:
DG to compose reply.

Bloxham Windmill: Open day Sunday 20" July 11.00-1.00pm - all noted.

Payment of Accounts Agreed

(Already Paid) Viking Direct (Ink Cartridges) 102.11
1&1 (Website) 35.18
Geoff Mollard (War Memorial planting) 44.10
Complete Weed Control (Sprayed 10" June 2008) 529.92
ARC Services (Grasscutting) 896.60
Bloxham Parish Council (Gratuity for June) 26.27
Centrestone (for bench plinth extensions) 650.00

BT Line (D/D) May 11.75
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BT Line (D/D)June 11.75
HMRC 415.27
Ex-Servicemen’s Hall 1000.00
Philip Cavill (Travel) 22.40
MOD Accounting Officer(Info re George Darby) 30.00
David McNaught (Internal auditor) 125.00
David Godfrey (Salary June) 560.37
David Godfrey Expenses

Broadband for June 16.92

Travel to Hailey (40 miles @ 55.8p) 22.32

Total 39.24

a) Bloxham Steam Fair: Organisers are willing to come to meeting in New
Year to speak about plans, etc. To be invited for Jan or Feb
b)_Telephone Payphone opposite Museum/Church: BT is planning to remove
it. CDC co-ordinating replies For or Against. I have sent letterform parish
Council at request of Chairman, objecting to this, especially since Museum
needs to have access to one for its accreditation. Further letters requested.
Suggested that the one in The Avenue could be removed instead as it has been
out of action for past five weeks
¢) Study Days attended by Clerk: Getting to grips with Finance June 2008:
Though attended last year, still found it helpful. Need to review use of
Internal Auditor and how can be more effective; and also list and value of
assets to be discussed later. (September agenda)

Risk Management: July 2008 Zurich Insurance: though we had done a Risk
Assessment last year, need to revisit it and update it. Following clerk’s
attendance at this agreed, as opposed to decision last month, that Parish
Council should join LCAS.

Roadshow on Risk Assessment of Play Areas on 12" June at Hailey.

CDC: Parish Liaison Meeting attended by Clerk &Chairman. Next meeting
November
d) Map of Village at Ex-servicemen’s’ Hall: If re-done could be at cost of at
least £300. Agreed if it could be made digital and copies sold. Clerk to contact
Joan Lawrence re this.

e) Parking on Strawberry Hill Estate and near to Primary School raised.
Clerk to raise with Highways.

Date and time of Next Meeting: Monday 4™ August 2008 in Parish Rooms at
7.30pm

Meeting closed at 9.10pm

David Godfrey
Parish Clerk
14 July 2008

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk




