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BLOXHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

 

MINUTES of the meeting held on Monday 1
st
 September 2008 at 7.30pm 

in the Parish Rooms, Bloxham 

 

PRESENT   

 David Chapman (BDC) Chairman 

 David Carr (DJC) 

 Philip Cavill (PCa) 

 Paul Christmas (PCh) 

 Stuart Cruickshank (SC) 

 David Gibbard (DG) 

 Debbie Matthews (DM) 

 Annette Thomas (AT) 

District Cllr Heath was also present. 

2008/138 APOLOGIES  

 Jim Golby (work); Alan Miller (holiday); Cllr L.Thirzie Smart (meeting); Cllr K Mitchell (meeting). 

 

Item  Action  

by 
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Residents’ Issues 

No residents were present. 

 

Declarations of Interest: DG declared personal inter4est re quote for bench 

at Court House 

 

Minutes of last meeting 4th August 2008 were  agreed and signed as true 

record by Chairman. 

 

Matters Arising 

07/182: The Square Queen St.: Following various letters to Chipping Norton 

Solicitor, Clerk received letter from Mr T Catling, of Clifton stating that he 

was seeking clarification from Highways re development of land.  He also 

reminded us that the fence erected by council should not have been. Clerk to 

check with Land Registry re ownership of land. 

Letter from Mr Holt, Kibswell Homes re part of Gascoigne Way & 

ownership: Our solicitor has apparently in March 2006 suggested £1386, but 

they feel this is rather high and have suggested £800. There is no mention of 

responsibility for pre-existing faults e.g. repairs to wall of 22 Gascoigne way 

due to roots of tree. Clerk to write and suggest £1000 and for them to take 

responsibility for any repairs, etc that have had to be undertaken previously 

e.g. by No 22. 

08/107: Bloxham Grove: PCh reported that there was no issue re footpath. 

08/110: result of NHS appeal: Bloxham is rural not urban. 

08/113: Hobb Hill stiles – PCh checked and informed meeting that the one at 

top is broken and one has to be very fit to get over bottom one. Clerk to 

inform OCC 

08/120 d): Map: Clerk yet to see Joan Lawrence 

08/119: George Scott Darby: Details now received on army service. But still 

no photo for the Museum or Memorial at Primary School. 

 

Reports from County and District Councillors 

Cllr Heath has followed up Cllr Smarts report last month re travellers site 

on Courtington Lane, and has ascertained that there is no truth in rumour 

re traveller’s site or any building work. There is to be extensive drainage 

work done which should help Courtington lane residents and the Primary 

School. Copy of plans with clerk. Letter of thanks to be sent to Smiths and  

copy to Cllr Heath 
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 Roads and Traffic 

a) Bus stop by Warriner Crossing: Hard core by new site of bus stop 

has now been put down on way into Bloxham. Temporary stop on 

other side of road towards Banbury being followed up so that correct 

position can be determined when school returns. 

b) Tube from lamppost in Ells Lane to by sign for Bloxham Grove is 

for new lamp post. But Highways have said that it takes a long time 

for electricity company to respond. 

 

Environment 

 a) Bench by Court House: PCa has not yet received quote from Swan 

Foundry. Gibbard Joinery provided quote of £485.00.  This was accepted 

and agreed by all especially since son of Clarence Butler(Graham Butler) 

had expressed wish for wooden bench to replace existing one. DG to follow 

this up and replace the plaque onto new bench. 

 b) Bench in Cumberford Close: Police informed of youths. 

Ownership of land is probably CDC’s since it was likely to have been 

handed over to them by developers 

c) Planting of Tree on Green by War Memorial: Ownership is with 

OCC Highways and they will now be doing the replacement. OCC 

notified of Parish Council’s ideas and that top needs looking at with 

regard to Sycamore Tree. Clerk to check re mowing, etc of this area. 

 

Playing Fields 

a) Jubilee Park: David Bailey has suggested October for joint meeting 

– no date given. Not September since JPMC has to meet elsewhere than in 

Jubilee Hall. JPMC to meet on 2nd September when dates for October will be 

suggested. 

DM reported that Football club were seeking permission for erection of 

container for goal posts.  Cllr Heath confirmed that Planning permission 

was required even if portable.  DM to check whose insurance is covering it – 

Jubilee Park’s or Football Club’s 

b)          Recreation Ground: Undated letter received 28th August stating that 

safety issues of play equipment taken seriously and will be discussed at next 

Trustees meeting in September. Asking whether grant can be increased from 

£1600 to cover VAT charges as over 2/3 of Trustees financial year gone and 

contingency of around £200 will remain. 

                           Letter to be sent stating that swings are responsibility of Trustees and that 

Parish Council are not placing any conditions on the donation being made. 

At present Parish Council has only budgeted for £1600 as donation but will 

re-examine financial situation at end of financial year to see if more money 

can then be made available. 

 

Planning 

OCC sending applications via electronic consultation system as from 

September 2008 

Applications (with sub groups comments) 

08/01874/TCA: Reduction of Sycamore Tree for Wheatlands Cottage, Kings 

Road: No objection 

08/01536/F: Amended Plan for use of open space by 6 Chipperfield Park 

Road; No objection (see last month’s) 

C11/08: Renewal of consent for 2 double temporary classrooms for 

Warriner School: No objection – but what about wheelchair access 

Decisions:  

 08/01568/F: replacing cattle building with general purpose agricultural 

building for Happy Valley Farm: Agreed subject to conditions 

08/01516/F: Extension for 35 Schofields Way: Agreed subject to conditions 
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08/01429/F: Change of Use to Restaurant with Takeaway: for Homecraft 

High St: Agreed subject to conditions 

08/01490/F: Conversion for 3 Chipperfield Park Rd: Agreed subject to 

conditions 

 

Parish Plan and Strategy Group:  PCa reported that questionnaire is still 

being finalised. 

 

Emergency Plan for Bloxham: Possible leaflet designed Suggestions made. 

To be printed on Gold paper. To be placed in Post Office and Public Houses, 

on web site and in Banbury Guardian and there were will be a resource pack 

held by Parish Councillors and others of useful numbers. 

Suggested that should have Bloxham Coat of Arms.  Surprise expressed that 

Bloxham as an old village had not got one. Cost according to Court of 

Heralds would be about £4900. Not to proceed with this at present as cannot 

afford it. To considered in next year’s budget, but in meantime article to go 

in Broadsheet seeking views 

 

Village Survey 

Results from IB and PCh still outstanding. 

 

Parish Council Assets 

See attached list. Amendment made to list previously circulated. 

 

Internal Auditor 

Agreed for last year’s Internal Auditor to be approached with view of doing 

audit e.g. after 6mths and at end of year so that anything highlighted in first 

one can be corrected in time for final one. 

 

Finance 

a) 2008-9 Accounts:  Ongoing accounts previously circulated. 

b) Grant to Air Ambulance: Agreed to give  £100.00 donation 

c) Armistice Day Flash Maroons: Two sets will cost £144 +VAT as 

transporting costs have had to be increased. Agreed by all to be ordered. 

 

Correspondence 

Information: 

OCC: Road Closure Rose Bank 20th October for three days 

CPRE: Magazine Sept 2008 – Fieldwork (Articles include: ‘How to present 

your case at a public inquiry’ – also question re removal of Phone Boxes: 

Ofcom have produced a fact sheet on this that may be useful) 

Ramblers Association: Magazine: Walk Autumn 2008: Oxfordshire AGM 31 

Jan 2009 at Nettlebed Village Hall – PCh to attend. 

CDC: ‘Play Spotlight’ Newsletter – Launch 

CDC: Minutes of Standards Committee 3 July 2008 

Steelway Fensecure: Free Tickets for Saltex 2008 2-6 September at Windsor 

Racecourse 

OCC: Fire Safety Checks on Electric Blankets: Banbury 9th October: On 

Notice boards 

Banbury Town Council: Banbury Produce Show 3st August 

OAB: Thank you for donation 

Decisions needed 

OCC: Notes of PTR Meeting 25th July: Next meeting 27th October – Room 

yet to be announced. Noted that this really needed to be a bus user – we 

would need to be represented when local services are discussed later this 

year. 

Thames Valley Police: Surgery to be held in Bodicote Church Hall each 
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month on forth Wednesday 5-6.00pm – first one to be on October 22nd – to 

go in Broadsheet. Suggested it would be better if circulated round larger 

villages at least 

Oxfordshire Partnership 2030 Consultation; Comments to be in by 22nd 

September BDC has completed this. 

CDC: Rural Strategy: Consultation – replies to be in by 30th September. 

(Copies to be emailed to all councillors) 

OCC & CDC: Review of BCTA Dial a Ride Service: to be in 30th 

September Note went in Broadsheet to get users views. 

ORCC: Area Review of Subsidised Bus Services; Offer to help – to be 

invited to parish Council meeting, and offer of help accepted. 

CDC: LDF Framework Meeting 25th September at Bodicote Cricket Club 

Pavilion 7.00pm – 9.00pm. Chairman, Clerk and AM to attend. Agenda 

requested beforehand. 

CAB: Annual Public Meeting 3rd September 7.30pm. No one able to attend. 

 

Payment of Accounts Agreed 

BT Tel Line for Aug (D/D)      11.75 

ARC (Grass cutting)       482.05 

Bloxham Parish Council (Gratuity  Aug)     26.27 

Air Ambulance Trust                                                                           100.00 

David Godfrey (Salary Aug)      560.37 

David Godfrey Expenses 

 Broadband for Aug    15.87    

 Spare Key for Notice Board   4.00 

    Total                        19.87 

    

Any other item of urgent nature communicated to the Chairman before the 

start of the meeting. 

a) NB: Meeting with Bloxham School on Tuesday 7th October at 

6.00pm  

b) Risk Assessment needs to be reviewed. Agreed by all – to be 

brought to next meeting. 

 

Date and time of Next Meeting: Monday 6th October 2008 in Parish Rooms 

at 7.30pm.  

NB Time may have to be brought forward if ORCC wish to come then. 

 

Meeting finished at 09.13pm. 

 
David Godfrey  

Parish Clerk  

2.9.08 
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